October - November - December 201 1
Aldrcraft
oﬁ‘ awnence D, Bell
MUSE U M

N SR TP Wl A T ED

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION #411 210 South Oak St., Mentone, Indiana
45 EMS B 48 Lane, Warsaw, IN 46582

Air Force Association Medal of Merit

Rolling Prairie V.EW. Commander Richard Mrozinski was
honored with the Air Force Association Medal of Merit.
The award was presented at the V.EW. Veteran’s Day
Dinner, November 12th. Presenting the award was Dr. C. E.
Hassel, president of Chapter 411 of the Indiana Air Force
Association (AFA). Commander Mrozinski is also Vice
President of Communications for Chapter 41 1. His work

Left to right: Gerald Ronﬁne, Vice President Chapter 411 AFA,
both in the VFW and AFA earned him the Medal of Merit. Commander Mrozinski and Dr. C.E. Hassel, President of Chapter 411 AFA.

A most outstanding accomplishment was creating the combined VFW, AFA and the general public celebration
of Loyalty Day on May 1st. It was a successful bringing together of Indiana State and Federal legislators and
Mayor Cathy Chroback of LaPorte. This gathering will become an annual event.

Only 4 Medals of Merit were awarded for the year of 2011 in Indiana. Gerald Romine, AFA Chapter 411
Vice President, also received the Medal of Merit for his work in organizing and planning of the L.D. Bell
Museum helicopter fly-in in Mentone, Indiana held in September.

Commander Mrozinski recently attended a luncheon meeting
in Chicago with General David H. Petraeus.

In his remarks, General Petraeus recalled the days when he
entered the military, when the Vietnam War was winding down and
the armed services were being pared down to the “hollow forces”
of the 1970s. “The Army I joined as a second lieutenant had
suffered enormously,” he said. “In the wake of our involvement in
Vietnam, our Army and much of our military were grappling with a
host of very serious challenges.”

The senior leaders who first wore the uniform in those dark days were not discouraged. They began
their careers with a sense of mission. “I know | speak for many when | say that we came away from that
period vowing to never let our forces get to such a point ever again. Commander Mrozinski commented
that strong people, like General Petraeus, surround themselves with the most excellent people they can
find, even those brighter and more capable than themselves. Weak people don’t.”







